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“Kosovo Viticulture and Winery” is a valuable publication that these two basic activities of

agriculture and food industry, public opinion in Kosovo and beyond, have lacked. This

informative publication offers a better understanding of the history and tradition, issues,

achievements and future of viticulture and winemaking in Kosovo.

Over the course of millennia, Kosovo, with concentrations of viticulture and winemaking in

the Dukagjini Plain and especially in the region of Anadrini (most prominent Rahovec,

Theranda, Prizren, Gjakova, Malisheva), has been distinguished for quality production of

grapes, wines and brandy.

This outstanding achievement is made possible thanks to the geographical extent, the

continental Mediterranean climate and the loamy soils, low sloping valley and hilly lands that

extend continuously to the Albanian lands. This is perfect nature, very valuable for grape

production, in such dimensions that meet the highest international standards for the

production of table grapes and alcoholic beverages, refreshments, etc. Exactly in the region

of Anadrini and especially in the Municipality of Rahovec which is the capital of all-Albanian

viticulture and winemaking because here are about 70% of vineyards and wine production,

are concentrated and in full activity, several thousand hectares inhabited by vineyards and a

few dozen well-known wineries, in addition to the respective domestic production - so

traditional in these areas.

Well-known viticulturists and winemakers, agronomists and oenologists, institutions and

public and private enterprises of Kosovo, the entire organization and production-

processing-trading-exporting network, constitute a whole with a decisive influence on the

achievements and future of viticulture and winemaking in Kosovo. 

This activity, with a lot of weight in the economy of Kosovo, is progressing at a favorable

pace and aims towards a more complete agro-oenological contemporaneity, towards

establishing better quality proportions between vineyard areas that produce white or red

grapes and wine grapes or for table grapes, as well as between areas with local and

selected vine cultivars (Vranç, Rrush i Rahovecit or Dibrak, Shesh i Zi, Kallmet etc.) or

international ones (Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Pinot, Riesling, Chardonnay, Shiraz) - giving

preference to the first variants.

Also, attention has been focused on the transition from planting vines according to cultivars

to planting the respective clones that are not affected by viral and fungal diseases.

Last but not least is the fact that wines from Kosovo are increasing in quantity and quality in

the international market, but more stability - quality - decent prices are required - at least

at  the level of wines exported from other countries of the Illyrian peninsula.

Tirana, July 2021                                                                                 Prof. Dr. Andrea Shundi
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