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Republika e Kosovës

Republika Kosova – Republic of Kosovo

Qeveria –Vlada –Government

Ministria e Bujqësisë, Pylltarisë dhe Zhvillimit Rural/Ministarstvo Poljoprivrede, Šumarstva i Ruralnog Razvoja/Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Rural Development
Pursuant to the article 145 paragraph (2) of the Constitutional of the Republic of Kosovo, article 1.3 (d) of the UNMIK Regulation No. 2001/19, dated on 13 September 2001 on the Provisional Institution of Self Government in Kosovo, article 15 paragraph 3 Law No. 03/L-098 on agriculture and rural development, dated on 12 June 2009,
Minister of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Rural Development,  
Issues the following: 
ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUCTION NO. 04/2010 

ON DIRECT PAYMENT IN AGRICULTURE FOR 2010 
Chapter I

I. General provisions 
Article 1

Purpose 
This Administrative Instruction defines rules for the implementation of direct payments in agriculture for 2010 under Agriculture and Rural Development Plan ARDP 2007 – 2013.  It also defines the beneficiaries, eligibility criteria and procedures for support. 

Article 2

Definitions  
1. Terms and expressions used in this administrative instruction have the following meaning: 

1.1.
“Direct payment” – means payment given directly to farmers based on the unit area of agriculture land or per unit/animal; 
1.2.
“Agriculture land area” means the area of arable land, pastures or area with permanent agriculture crop;  
1.3.
“Applicant” means a person who submits an application; 
1.4.
”Beneficiaries” means a person to whom the Ministry sends the decision to support direct – payment; 
1.5.
“Application for support” means the application that is expected to be approved for support; 
1.6.
“Irregularities” means an act or concession by the applicant’s side or beneficiaries that violates applicable laws, provisions, conditions, or decision for support and thus damages public funds of Kosovo;  
1.7.
”Fraud” means the intentional act or concession relating to: 

1.7.1 Using or submitting of false statements or documents, incorrect or incomplete those have or may have a negative impact on the Kosovo budget.
1.7.2 Failure of information about violations of a specific obligation that has the same impact as the one mentioned under paragraph 1.7.1 of this paragraph.

1.8. “Ministry” means the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Rural Development; 
1.9.
“Payments Unit” means an organization unit of the Ministry for supporting agriculture and rural development sector; 
1.10.
“Elected animals” means an animal for which are met all the conditions set forth in the rules for given support (in particular the number of animals found during on-the-spot control);

1.11.”Elected area” means the area for which are met all the conditions set forth in the rules for given support in the particularly planted area with agriculture crop measured during on-the-spot control;  

1.12.
“Arable land” means an agriculture land area used for production of field crops. 
Article 3 

Type and general conditions for support 
1. In order to increase farmers' income for ensuring an economic stability, direct payments are made for: 
1.1.
Unit of planted areas with field crops; 
1.2.
Payment for cattle heads – dairy cows and heifers for production;  
1.3.
Payment for sheep and goats heads. 
2. Direct payments referred to paragraph 1 of this article are made for beneficiaries who meet specific criteria based on the application submitted.
3. Direct payments are made in the whole territory of the Republic of Kosovo. 
Article 4

Applicants
1. Applicant for direct support can be natural persons or trade associations registered in the Agency for Business Register in Kosovo.
2. Natural persons should be permanent citizen of the Republic of Kosovo.
Article 5

 Financial support
1.  Support will be provided in the budget framework at available.
2.  Direct payments per unit of area and per heads of animals shall be calculated by allocating the overall amount on elected area and elected animals.  
Article 6

Preparation and implementation of program 
1.  Preparation of the program for direct support and monitoring of its implementation is the responsibility of the Management Authority under the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Rural Development which is approved by its Minister. 

2. Program of the support for direct payments will be consisted of an analysis of the current situation, priorities and measures for strategy, a description of measures and conditions – eligibility criteria, financial plan for implementation, methods of implementation, and mechanisms of the implementation, monitoring, assessment of the impact of implemented measures and mechanisms for ensuring transparency. 

3.  Administrative/technical implementation of this program from paragraph 2 of this article is the responsibility of the Payment Unit within the MAFRD.  
4.  Implementation of technical administrative control will be supported by relevant technical departments and inspections. 
5. Payment Unit will use the data from municipal cadastral service and the Identification and Registration Unit in Veterinary and Food Agency – Prime Minister Office.

6. Payment unit applies the technical administrative procedures for the implementation of program, prepares reports in written for implementation that send to the Management Authority and for the approval to the Minister.
Chapter II

Direct payment for 2010

Part 1 – Direct payments on cattle, diary cow and heifer for reproduction  
Article 7

Eligibility criteria 
1. Acceptable cattle during the time of application are:  
1.1.
Diary cows;
1.2.
Heifers for reproduction 12-24 months.
2. 
Applicants should complete the following conditions:  
1.1.
Must have at least 5 diary cows at the time of application;  
1.2.
Be registered in the register of the Identification and Registration Unit (I&R) in the Veterinary and Food Agency – VFA /PMO;

1.3. All dairy cows and heifers for reproduction must be identified with matriculation of the Republic of Kosovo and to possess “Registration of Cattle for each registered heads”. Register must be verified. 
Part 2 – Direct payment for sheep and goats 
Article 8

Eligibility criteria 
1.  Applicants must meet the following conditions:
1.1.
Must have at least (30) thirty sheep or (20) goats during the time of application; 
1.2.
Declared animals must be older than 6 months;  
Part 3 – Direct payments for field crops  
Article 9

Eligibility criteria 

1. Direct payments will be provided for areas with cereals as follows:

1.1.
Wheat 

1.2.
Barley

1.4.
Rye.

2. Applicants must meet the following conditions:

2.1.
Have planted at least two hectares of arable land with agriculture crops from paragraph 1 of this article during the time of application;

2.2.
Minimum of arable parcel must be 0,50ha;

2.3.   Land may be owned or contracted for use.

Chapter II

Procedures for implementing direct payments 

Article 10

Administrative procedures 

1.  Procedures for providing support under this administrative instruction will be implemented by submitting the applications, administrative review of applications and controls in the field – scene.

2. Implementation of administrative procedures is done under the law no. 02/L-28 for administrative procedures.

Article 11

Public information 

MAFRD does a public announcement for application procedures for 2010.

Article 12

Submitting of applications 

1.  The application for support will be submitted in two copies within the term according to the public announcement, with the required documentation at regional offices.

2. Application form for all direct payments will be provided for free to the beneficiary by regional offices or may be downloaded from the webpage of the Ministry.
3. The application shall be delivered personally by the applicants or its authorized person.

4. The applicant with his signature ensures that all the provided data are clear and accurate and that he will allow the execution of the field control.

Article 13

The necessary documentation 
1. The applicant shall provide the following documents along with the application:
1.1.
Copy of identification card for natural persons;

1.2.
Copy of business registration certificate for legal persons;

1.3.
Copy of valid bank card for current account;

1.4.
For direct payments for dairy cows and heifers copy of cattle register issued by the unit for identification and registration under the food and veterinary agency for all the animals;

1.5.
For payments for agriculture land areas, evidence from the cadastre on the arable land area – without the data of cadastres for forest, yards etc. That is not agricultural land, owned or a copy of the contract that shows the availability of agriculture land for at least there years after application.

Article 14

Review of applications

1.  The application will be recorded in the register book of the regional Office protocol.

2.  The responsible person in the regional Office checks whether the application is completed.

3.  the applicant receives a confirmation for submission of the application and protocol number 
4.  If the documentation is not completed, additional time for its completion is (5) five days from the date of application.

5.  If the application is not completed even after the additional term of (5) five days specified in paragraph 4 of this article, then the application will be rejected by the regional Office 

6.  Regional offices will submit completed application to the payment unit no later than five day after the application period. 

Article 15

Verification of eligibility criteria 


Verification of eligibility criteria shall consist of administrative and on-the-spot checks undertaken on all applications for approval. 

Article 16

Control procedures 
1.  Payment unit will carry out administrative and field controls of the application before a decision for payment is made.
2.  Administrative procedure shall be completed within a period of three months from the registration with the decision for support in accordance with provisions of the Law no. 02/L-28 for administrative procedures. 

Article 17

On-the spot controls 
1. On-the-spot controls at a rate of 70% of the applications shall be conducted by the Payment Unit in order to verify the fulfillment of eligibility conditions in particular the number of animals claimed and the size of the area claimed.
2. In the cases of detected irregularities, the Ministry may decide to increase the rate of on-the-spot controls. 
Article 18

Administrative sanctions 
1.  In case of detected irregularities in the difference between claimed and determined number of animals and the difference between claimed and determined area the following sanctions may apply.
2. If the difference between the claimed and determined number of animals or determined agriculture land area is less than 10%, no sanctions apply.  

3. If the difference between between the claimed and determined number of animals or determined agriculture land area is more than 10% and less than 50% then the unit of payment per determined animals or determined area is reduced proportionately. 

4. The amount of funds in which the farmer would have the right to benefit for the determined number of animals or agriculture land area is reduced to according to the percentage of the difference set on the above paragraph.
5. If the difference between the declared and defined number of animals and agriculture land area is above 50% then the farmer is not eligible for any kind of direct support and his application is refused.
6. The beneficiary may e excluded from the support programs up to (3) three years based on the decision of the head of control institution if it has to do with of the following violations 

1.1.
When the beneficiary has presented false informations to the authorities; 

1.2.
When the beneficiary has hampered the work official control.

Article 19

Non implementation  

Non implementation of this administrative instruction is sanctioned according to article 38 Law no. 03/L-098 on agriculture and rural development. 

Article 20

Entry into force 

This administrative instruction will enter into force upon its signature day  

Prishtine, on 27.05.2010

                                                           Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Rural Development  

                                                                                                 Minister                                                                                                                          

                                                                                           Blerand Stavileci

                                                                                          _______________
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