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PROVISIONAL INSTITUTIONS OF SELF-GOVERNMENT
Institucionet e përkohshme të vetqeverisjes

Privremene institucije samoupravljanja

QEVERIA E KOSOVËS/ MINISTRIA BUJQËSISË, PYLLTARISË DHE ZHVILLIMIT RURAL 

VLADA KOSOVA/ MINISTARSTVO POLJOPRIVREDE, SUMARSTVA I RURALNOG RAZVOJA

   GOVERNMENT OF KOSOVA/MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

The Minister of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Rural Development, in accordance with:

Article 5.1 paragraph (n) of UNMIK Regulation No. 2001/9 date 15 may 2001 on the Constitutional Framework for Provisional Self-Government in Kosovo, article 1.3 paragraph (d) of UNMIK Regulation No. 2001/19 date 13 September 2001 on the Executive Branch of Provisional Institutions of Self-Government in Kosovo and articles 22.3 and 44.2 of the Law No. 02/L-26 on Agricultural Land, as promulgated by UNMIK Regulation No. 2006/37 on the Promulgation of the Law on Agricultural Land adopted by the Assembly of Kosovo, as of 23 June 2006, 

For the purpose of implementing the Law on Agricultural Land by specifying the terms, procedures and activities referring to fertility control of agricultural land,

Issues the following:

Administrative Instruction No. 38/2006

on Fertility Control of Agricultural Land

Article 1

Purpose

The purpose of regular soil fertility control of agricultural land is

a. to prevent the irreparable loss of soil fertility due to inappropriate agricultural practice and fertilization;

b. to assist users and owners of agricultural land to sustainably preserve and improve soil fertility;

c. to ensure the appropriate use of mineral and organic fertilizers; and

d.     to provide an overview on soil fertility in Kosovo for agricultural planning by the competent authorities.

Article 2

Responsibilities

2.1. The owner or user of agricultural land is responsible to observe the provisions of article 22 of the Law on Agricultural Land and this Administrative Instruction.

2.2.
Gardens used not for agricultural commercial production but for subsistence farming are not object to obligatory soil fertility control according to article 22.2 of the Law on Agricultural Land and this Administrative Instruction. However, users or owners of these gardens are eligible to soil fertility control analyses under the conditions set by this Administrative Instruction.

Article 3

Authorisation of Institutions for Soil Fertility Control

3.1. The Inspection for Agriculture shall enforce and supervise regular soil fertility control of agricultural land according to article 22 of the Law on Agricultural Land. The Inspection for Agriculture therefore shall keep records about soil analyses.

3.2. Chemical analyses shall be carried out by laboratories accredited by an accreditation board according to common standards.

3.3. The Kosovo Institute for Agriculture shall conduct basic research with respect to standards for soil sampling, soil analysis, and fertilization. The institute shall receive and archive all results of soil fertility control, maintain a GIS database in which the results are registered, and prepare a report on the state of soil fertility in Kosovo which is submitted to the Ministry in intervals of three years.

3.4. The inspection for Agriculture shall supervise the implementation of the recommendations given for fertilization and tillage based on the results of soil analyses and recommendations according to article 8 of this Administrative Instruction.

Article 4

Regular Control of Soil Fertility

4.1. Soil fertility control of agricultural land shall be conducted at regular intervals of five years for each individual plot cultivated with a different culture.

4.2.
 The Inspection for Agriculture shall keep a register on soil fertility controls conducted and enforce the regular observance of soil fertility control according to this administrative instruction.

4.3. The Inspection for Agriculture shall keep a list of laboratories accredited for soil fertility analyses according to article 3.2 of this administrative instruction. The list shall be made available to users and owners of agricultural land.

4.4. Users or owners of agricultural land are obliged to either

a) contract an accredited laboratory for sampling and soil fertility analysis; 

b) commission the locally responsible Inspection for Agriculture for sampling and forwarding the samples taken to an accredited laboratory; or

4.5. Additional soil fertility controls may be ordered by the inspection for agriculture if comparatively low yields, vegetation stress hinting to nutrient deficiency or other unspecified vegetation stress is observed.

4.6. Users or owners of agricultural land are eligible to request additional soil fertility control at their own expense. In this case, the provisions of this Administrative Instruction shall also be observed.

Article 5

Analysis Parameters

5.1. The standard parameters to be analysed for soil fertility control comprise

a) for agricultural land used to grow crops like wheat, oats, barley, maize, etc.: pH, humic substances / organic carbon, NO3-, NH4+, K, P, Carbonate;

b) for orchards and vineyards: pH, humic substances / organic carbon, NO3-, NH4+, K, P, Ca, Mg, Carbonate;

c) for agricultural land used to grow vegetables: pH, humic substances / organic carbon, NO3-, NH4+, K, P, Mg, Carbonate.

5.2. Additional parameters for macronutrients, micronutrients, useful elements, elements with adverse effects and geochemical parameters might be included in the chemical analysis if considered necessary by the Inspection for Agriculture or the accredited laboratory in individual cases based on observed vegetation anomalies like vegetations stress or low yields.

Article 6

Standards for Analysis

The accreditation board according to article 3.2 of this administrative instruction is authorised to define – after consultation of scientific institutions working in the field – minimum analytical standards according to which soil fertility control analyses have to be conducted.

Article 7

Soil Sampling for Fertility Control

7.1. Soil sampling shall be carried out by either the laboratory contracted for soil fertility control or the Inspection for Agriculture.

7.2. 
If the soil sampling is carried out by the Inspection for Agriculture, a sampling fee to be determined by the Ministry has to be paid by the owner or user.

7.3. 
Soil sampling for agricultural land used for growing crops shall be carried out as follows

a)
Soil samples are to be taken from a depth of 0 – 30 cm;

b)
Samples have to be taken from a minimum of 10 sampling spots per hectare distributed equally over the plot sampled;

c) The individual samples from the different sampling spots have to be united and then to be mixed homogeneously;

d) From the homogeneously mixed, united sample, a minimum of one kilogram and maximum of two kilograms is to be taken and wrapped into paper or suitable containers for shipping.

7.4. Soil sampling for agricultural land used for orchards or vineyards shall be carried out as follows:

a)   
Soil samples are to be taken individually from depths between 0 – 30 cm and 30 – 60 cm. A third individual sample might be required to be taken from a depth between  60 – 90 cm;

b)  
For each sampling depth, samples have to be taken from a minimum of 10 sampling spots per hectare distributed equally over the plot sampled;

c)  
The individual samples from the different sampling spots have to be united according to their sampling depth (two in the case of sampling from 0 – 30 cm and 30 – 60cm or three in the case of sampling from 0 – 30 cm, 30 – 60 cm and 60 – 90 cm). Those united samples then each have to be mixed homogeneously;

d)  
From the homogeneously mixed samples, a minimum of one kilogram and maximum of two kilograms is to be taken and wrapped into paper or suitable containers for shipping.

7.5.
The sample documentation must include the following information

a)  
Name and address of the user or owner of the agricultural land;

b) 
Precise location of the plot sampled in terms of cadastre information or geographical coordinates;

c) 
Size of the plot sampled, total number of sampling spots;

d) 
Soil type;

e)
Type and specie(s) of culture(s) cultivated;

f)
Sampling depths.

7.6. Soil samples are to be sent to the accredited laboratory within 10 days after soil sampling for analysis.

Article 8

Information on Results and Recommendations

8.1. Analysis of soil samples and reporting including fertilization and tillage recommendations shall be completed by the accredited laboratory within four weeks after receiving a soil sample.

8.2.
 A report containing the results of the soil analysis and the recommendations for fertilization and tillage containing the following information shall be prepared for each sample received and analysed:

a) Origin of the sample, sampling date, user/owner of the agricultural land, soil type, cultures grown on the soil;

b) Results of chemical analyses and analysis standards applied for analysis;

c) Classification scheme applied for the interpretation of results;

d) Written expertise based on the analysis results and the classification scheme applied; and

e) Recommendations for fertilization and tillage in order to improve or maintain soil fertility.

8.3. The report shall be submitted to both the user or owner of the agricultural land who has submitted the soil sample for analysis and the responsible Inspection for Agriculture.

8.4. The user or owner of agricultural land might consult the Inspection for Agriculture for further advice based on the results and recommendations of the report.

8.5. The Inspection for Agriculture shall forward a copy of each report received to the institute appointed by the Ministry according to article 3.3 of this Administrative Instruction.

Article 9

Financing and Fees

9.1. The user or owner responsible for obliging the provisions of this administrative instruction shall bear the costs for soil sampling and soil fertility analysis.

9.2. The amounts of the fees to be paid to the Kosovo Budget are to be defined by the Ministry.

Article 10

Documentation and Archiving

10.1.
 The accredited laboratories shall keep records on soil fertility control analyses conducted for a minimum of ten years.

10.2.
The Inspection for Agriculture and the institute appointed by the Ministry according to article 3.3 of this Administrative Instruction shall keep records of the soil fertility control analysis results for a minimum of twenty years. 

10.3. 
The Inspection for Agriculture and the institute appointed by the Ministry according to article 3.3 of this Administrative Instruction shall each keep a database on the results of soil fertility analyses. The date and location of each sample analysed, the analytical results and the recommendations for fertilization and tillage shall be registered in this database.

Article 11

Fines

Any person who fails to observe the provisions of this Administrative Instruction will be subjected to fines according to Article 42.3 (e) of the Law on Agricultural Land.

Article 12

Appeals

12.1.
Against the decision made according this Administrative Instruction, the person has the right to appeal to the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Rural Development.

12.2. 
The appeal shall not stop the execution of decision. 

Article 13

Entry into Force

This administrative instruction shall enter into force after its signature.

Pristina: 27 December 2006

                              Deputy Minister






             of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 

              and Rural Development 

                   Tomë Hajdaraj
            ________________
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