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                     UNMIK                                                                                                                                        IPVQ   

Institucionet e përkohshme të vetqeverisjes/ QEVERIA E KOSOVËS

Privremene institucije samoupravljanja/VLADA KOSOVA
PROVISIONAL INSTITUTIONS OF SELF-GOVERNMENT/GOVERNMENT OF KOSOVA
MINISTRIA BUJQËSISË, PYLLTARISË DHE ZHVILLIMIT RURAL

MINISTARSTVO POLJOPRIVREDE, SUMARSTVA I RURALNOG RAZVOJA

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Pursuant to UNMIK Regulation no, 2001/19 of September 13th 2001 on Executive Department of Provisional Institutions of Self – Government in Kosovo, article 1.3, point (d ) and Veterinary Law No.2004/21 of 30.07.2004, Article 8. Paragraph 8.1, 8.2 and 8.5, The Minister of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Rural Development,
Issues the following: 
ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUCTION MA - NO.33/2006
ON MEASURES FOR THE CONTROL OF CLASSICAL SWINE FEVER
General Provisions
Article 1
Objectives The main objective of this Administrative Instruction is to establish the legal base for measures which must be implemented on prevention, control and eradication of  “Classic swine fever” in Kosovo’s territory, as well as minimum measures of prevention .monitoring and eradication of this disease which must be implemented in case of any outbreak in Kosovo.
Article 2
Definitions
For the purposes of this Administrative Instruction the following definitions shall apply:
"Pig" means any animal of the suidae family, including feral pigs;
"Feral pig" means a pig which is not kept or bred on a holding;
"Holding" means any agricultural or other premises located in Kosovo, where pigs are   being bred or kept on a permanent or temporary basis. This definition does not include slaughterhouses, means of transport and fenced areas where feral pigs are kept and  may be hunted; these fenced areas must be of a size and structure that makes the measures laid down in case of certification of present of pork ;

"diagnostic manual" means the classical swine fever diagnostic manual referred;
"pig suspected of being infected with classical swine fever virus" means any pig or pig carcass exhibiting clinical symptoms or showing post-mortem lesions or reactions to laboratory tests carried out in accordance with the diagnostic manual indicating the possible presence of classical swine fever;
"Case of classical swine fever" or "pig infected with classical swine fever" means any pig or pig carcasses:

a) in which clinical symptoms or post-mortem lesions of classical swine fever have been officially confirmed, or

b) in which the presence of the disease has been officially confirmed as the result of a laboratory examination carried out in accordance with the diagnostic manual;

"Outbreak of classical swine fever" means the holdings where one or more cases of classical swine fever have or have been detected;

"Primary outbreak" means an outbreak not epizootically linked with a previous outbreak in the same region or a first outbreak in a different region of Kosovo;

"Infected area" means the area of Kosovo where, following the confirmation of one or more cases of classical swine fever in feral pigs, disease eradication measures are in place in accordance case doubt of certification of present of pork;

"Primary case of classical swine fever in feral pigs" means any case of classical swine fever which is detected in feral pigs in an area in which no measures are in place in accordance with Article 15 or 16;

"Meta-population of feral pigs" means any group or subpopulation of feral pigs with limited contacts with other groups or subpopulations;

"Susceptible feral pig population" means that part of a feral pig population which has not developed immunity against classical swine fever virus;

"Owner" means any person or persons, either natural or legal, having ownership of the pigs, or charged with keeping the said animals, whether or not for financial reward;

"The Agency" means the Kosovo Veterinary and Food Agency (KVFA);

"Official veterinarian" means the veterinarian designated by the Kosovo Veterinary and Food Agency;

"Processing" means one of the treatments for high risk, applied in such a way as to avoid the risk of spread of classical swine fever virus;

"Catering waste" means any waste from food intended for human consumption from restaurants, catering facilities or kitchens, including industrial kitchens, and the households of the farmer or of persons tending pigs;

"Marker vaccine" means a vaccine that can elicit a protective immunity distinguishable from the immune response elicited by the natural infection with the wild type virus by means of laboratory tests carried out in accordance with the diagnostic manual;

"Killing" means any process which causes the death of an animal conform the Animal Welfare rules of Kosovo;
 "Slaughter" causing the death of an animal by bleeding;

"Area with a high density of pigs" means any geographical area with a radius of 10 km around a holding containing pigs suspected to be or known to be infected with classical swine fever virus, where there is a pig density higher than 800 pigs per km2; the holding in question must be located either in a region, where there is a density of pigs kept in holdings higher than 300 pigs per km2, or at a distance of less than 20 km² from such a region;

"Contact holding" means a holding where classical swine fever could have been introduced, whether as a result of the location, movement of persons, pigs or vehicles or in any other way.

Article 3

Classical swine fever notification
3.1. The competent authority shall ensure that the presence and suspected presence of classical swine fever will be notified conform section 11 of the veterinary law of Kosovo.

3.2. Without prejudice to paragraph 1 the Agency shall:

a) give notification of the disease and provide information to the OIE, the European Commission and the neighboring countries accordance with Annex I on:

(i) the outbreaks of classical swine fever which are confirmed in holdings,

(ii) the cases of classical swine fever which are confirmed in a slaughterhouse or in means of transport,

(iii) the primary cases of classical swine fever which are confirmed in feral pigs,

(iv) the results of the epidemiological enquiry carried out in accordance with Article 8;

b) provide information to the OIE, the European Commission and the neighboring countries on the further cases confirmed in feral pigs in a classical swine fever infected area in accordance with Article 16(3)(a) and (4) administrative instruction.

Article 4

Measures in case of suspicion of the presence of classical swine fever in pigs on a holding

4.1. Where a holding contains one or more pigs suspected of being infected with classical swine fever virus, the competent authority sets in motion official means of investigation to confirm or rule out the presence of the said disease in accordance with the procedures laid down in the diagnostic manual.

4.2. When the holding is visited by an official veterinarian, a check of the registers referred to in Articles 3 and 13 of the Kosovo Administrative Instruction MA-No.03/2005 for animal identification and registration shall also be carried out.

4.3. When the competent authority considers that the suspected presence of classical swine fever in a holding cannot be ruled out, it shall have the holding placed under official surveillance and shall in particular order that:

a) all the pigs in the various categories on the holding are to be counted and a list compiled of the number of pigs already sick, dead or likely to be infected in each category; the list shall be updated to take account of pig births and deaths during the period of suspicion; the information on the list shall be produced upon request and may be checked at each visit;

b) all the pigs on the holding shall be restricted to their living quarters or be confined in some other place where they can be isolated;

c) no pigs may enter or leave the holding. The competent authority may, if necessary, extend the ban on leaving the holding to cover other species of animals and require the application of appropriate measures to destroy rodents or insects;

d) no pig carcasses may leave the holding without an authorization issued by the Agency;

e) no meat, pig products, semen, ova and embryos of pigs, animal feed, utensils, materials or waste likely to transmit classical swine fever may leave the holding without an authorization issued by the competent authority 

f) the movement of persons to or from the holding shall be subject to written authorization by the competent authority 

g) the movement of vehicles to or from the holding shall be subject to written authorization by the competent authority 

h) appropriate means of disinfection shall be used at the entrances and exits of buildings housing pigs and of the holding itself; any person entering or leaving pig holdings shall fulfill appropriate hygienic measures necessary to reduce the risk of spread of classical swine fever virus. Furthermore, all means of transport shall be carefully disinfected before leaving the holding;
i) an epidemiological enquiry shall be carried out in accordance with Article 8.

4.4. Where required by the epidemiological situation and in particular if the holding containing suspected pigs is located in an area with a high density of pigs, the competent authority:

a) may apply the measures of Article 5(1) in the holding referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article; however, the competent authority may, where it considers that conditions permit, limit the application of these measures only to the pigs suspected of being infected or contaminated with classical swine fever virus and the part of the holding where they were kept, provided that these pigs have been housed, kept and fed completely separately from the other pigs in the holding. In any case, a sufficient number of samples shall be taken from the pigs when they are killed in order that the presence of classical swine fever virus can be confirmed or ruled out, in accordance with the diagnostic manual;

b) may establish a temporary control zone around the holding referred to in paragraph 2; some or all the measures referred to in paragraph 1 or 2 shall be applied in the pig holdings within this zone.

4.5. The measures provided for in paragraph 2 shall not be lifted until the suspicion of classical swine fever has been officially ruled out.

Article 5
Measures in case of confirmation of the presence of classical swine fever in pigs on a holding

5.1. In cases where the presence of classical swine fever is officially confirmed in a holding, in addition to the measures referred to in Article 4(2), the competent authority prescribes that:

a) all pigs on the holding are to be killed without delay under official supervision and in such a way as to avoid the risk of spread of classical swine fever virus during transport or killing;

b) a sufficient number of samples are to be taken, in accordance with the diagnostic manual, from the pigs when they are killed in order that the manner of introduction of classical swine fever virus into the holding and the length of time during which it may have existed on the holding before the disease was notified may be established;

c) the carcasses of pigs which have died or have been killed are to be processed under official supervision;

d) meat of pigs slaughtered during the period between the probable introduction of disease to the holding and the taking of official measures shall wherever possible be traced and processed under official supervision;

e) semen, ova and embryos of pigs collected from the holding during the period between the probable introduction of disease into the holding and the taking of official measures shall be traced and destroyed under official supervision in such a way as to avoid the risk of spread of classical swine fever virus;

f) all substances and waste likely to be contaminated, such as feedstuff, must be subjected to a treatment ensuring the destruction of classical swine fever virus; all single-use materials which may be contaminated, in particular those used for slaughter operations, should be destroyed; these rules shall be applied in accordance with the instructions of the official veterinarian;

g) after the pigs have been disposed of, the buildings used for housing the pigs, the vehicles used for transporting them or their carcasses and the equipment, bedding, manure and slurry likely to be contaminated shall be cleaned and disinfected or treated in accordance with Article 12;

h) in the case of a primary outbreak of disease, the classical swine fever virus isolate shall be subject to the laboratory procedure laid down in the diagnostic manual to identify the genetic type;

i) an epidemiological enquiry shall be carried out in accordance with Article 8.

5.2. In cases where an outbreak has been confirmed in a laboratory, a zoo, a wildlife park or a fenced area where pigs are kept for scientific purposes or purposes related to conservation of species or conservation of rare breeds, the Agency concerned may decide to derogate from paragraph 1(a) and (e), provided that the prevention on spreading of the CSF virus can be guaranteed.

5.3 If necessary, further measures to prevent the spreading of the disease shall be adopted on advice of the expert group referred to in Article 23 which may include emergency vaccination in accordance with the procedure laid down to in Article 19.

Article 6
Measures in the event of confirmation of the presence of classical swine fever in holdings consisting of different production units

6.1. In the case of confirmation of the presence of classical swine fever in holdings which consist of two or more separate production units and in order that fattening of pigs may be completed, the Agency may decide to derogate from the provisions of Article 5(1)(a) as regards healthy pig production units on a holding which is infected provided that the official veterinarian has confirmed that the structure, size and distance between these production units and the operations carried out there are such that the production units provide completely separate facilities for housing, keeping and feeding, so that the virus cannot spread from one production unit to another.

6.2. If use is made of the derogation referred to in paragraph 1, the competent authority shall draw up detailed rules for applying it in the light of the animal health guarantees which can be given.

6.3. Article 6 applies only on advice of the expert group as referred in Article 23, in this case further measures to prevent the spreading of the disease shall be adopted.

Article 7
Measures in contact holdings

7.1. Holdings shall be recognized as contact holdings where the official veterinarian finds, or considers on the basis of the epidemiological enquiry carried out in accordance with Article 8, that classical swine fever may have been introduced, either from other holdings to the holding referred to in Article 4 or Article 5, or from the holding referred to in Article 4 or Article 5 to other holdings.

7.2. The provisions of Article 4 shall be applied in such holdings until the suspicion of classical swine fever has been officially ruled out.

7.3. The competent authority shall apply the measures provided for in Article 5(1) in the contact holdings referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article if the epidemiological situation so requires.

A sufficient number of samples shall be taken in accordance with the diagnostic manual from the pigs when they are killed in order that the presence of classical swine fever virus in these holdings can be confirmed or ruled out.

7.4. The main criteria and risk factors to be considered for the application of the measures provided for in Article 5(1)(a) in contact holdings are laid down in Annex V. These criteria and risk factors may subsequently be amended or supplemented to take account of scientific developments and experiences.

Article 8
Epidemiological enquiry

8.1. The competent authority shall ensure that the epidemiological enquiry in relation to suspected cases or outbreaks of classical swine fever is carried out on the basis of questionnaires, prepared within the framework of the contingency plans referred to in Article 22 administrative instruction.
8.2. Such enquiry shall deal at least with:

a) the length of time during which classical swine fever virus may have existed on the holding before the disease was notified or suspected;

b) the possible origin of classical swine fever on the holding and the identification of other holdings in which pigs may have become infected or contaminated from the same source;

c) the movement of persons, vehicles, pigs, carcasses, semen, meat or any material which could have transported the virus to or from the holdings in question.

If the results of this enquiry suggest that classical swine fever may have spread from or to holdings located to other countries the responsible authority shall be immediately informed.

Article 9
Establishment of protection and surveillance zones

9.1. Immediately after the diagnosis of classical swine fever has been officially confirmed in pigs on a holding, the competent authority shall establish a protection zone with a radius of at least 3 kilometers around the outbreak site, which shall itself be included in a surveillance zone of a radius of at least 10 kilometers.

9.2. The measures referred to in Articles 10 and 11 shall be applied in the respective zones.

9.3. When establishing zones, the competent authority must take account of:

a) the results of the epidemiological enquiry carried out in accordance with Article 8;

b) the geographical situation, particularly natural or artificial boundaries;

c) the location and proximity of holdings;

d) patterns of movements and trade in pigs and the availability of slaughterhouses;

e) the facilities and personnel available to control any movement of pigs within the zones, in particular if the pigs to be killed have to be moved away from their holding of origin.

9.4. If a zone includes parts of the territory of a neighboring country, the competent authority shall establish collaboration with the competent authority of this country with the aim to apply the necessary measures on both sides of the border as laid down in this AI.

9.5. The competent authority shall take all necessary measures, including the use of prominent signs and warning notices and use of media resources, such as the press and television, to ensure that all persons in the protection and surveillance zones are fully aware of the restrictions in force in accordance with Articles 10 and 11, and shall take such measures as they consider appropriate to ensure the adequate enforcement of these measures.

Article 10
Measures in the established protection zone

10.1. The competent authority shall ensure that the following measures are applied in the protection zone:

a) a census of all the holdings shall be made as soon as possible; after the establishment of the protection zone these holdings shall be visited by an official veterinarian within not more than seven days for a clinical examination of the pigs and for a check of the registers and pig identification marks if applicable;

b) the movement and transport of pigs on public or private roads, excluding when necessary the service roads of holdings, shall be prohibited unless approved by the competent authority to allow the movements referred to in point (f). This prohibition need not to be applied to the transit of pigs by road or rail without unloading or stopping. Furthermore, a derogation may be granted for slaughter pigs coming from outside the protection zone and on their way to a slaughterhouse situated in the said zone for immediate slaughter;

c) trucks and other vehicles and equipment, which are used to transport pigs or other livestock or material which may be contaminated (e.g. carcasses, feeding stuff, manure, slurry, etc.) shall be cleaned, disinfected and treated as soon as possible after contamination, in accordance with the provisions and procedures laid down in Article 12. No truck or vehicle, which has been used in the transport of pigs may leave the zone without being cleaned and disinfected and then inspected and authorised by the competent authority 

d) no other domestic animal may enter or leave a holding without the authorisation of the competent authority;

e) all dead or diseased pigs on a holding shall be immediately notified to the competent authority, which shall carry out appropriate investigations in accordance with the procedures laid down in the diagnostic manual;

f) pigs may not be removed from the holding in which they are kept for at least 30 days after the completion of the preliminary cleaning and disinfection of the infected holdings. After 30 days, subject to the conditions set out in paragraph 3, the competent authority may authorise the removal of pigs from the said holding to be directly transported to:

(i) a slaughterhouse designated by the competent authority, preferably within the protection or surveillance zone for the purpose of immediate slaughter,

(ii) a processing plant or a suitable place where the pigs are immediately killed and their carcasses are processed under official supervision, or

(iii) under exceptional circumstances, to other premises located within the protection or surveillance zone.

g) semen, ova and embryos of pigs shall not leave the holdings situated within the protection zone;

h) any person entering or leaving pig holdings shall observe appropriate hygienic measures necessary to reduce the risk of spread of classical swine fever virus.

10.2. Where the prohibitions provided for in paragraph 1 are maintained beyond 30 days because of further outbreaks of the disease and as a result animal welfare or other problems arise in keeping the pigs, subject to the conditions set out in paragraph 3, the Agency may, following a reasoned application by the owner, authorise removal of pigs from a holding within the protection zone, to be directly transported to:

a) a slaughterhouse designated by the competent authority, preferably within the protection or surveillance zone for the purpose of immediate slaughter;

b) a processing plant or a suitable place where the pigs are immediately killed and their carcasses are processed under official supervision; or under exceptional circumstances, to other premises located within the protection or surveillance zone.

10.3. When reference is made to this paragraph, the Agency may authorise removal of pigs from the holding concerned, on condition that:

a) a clinical examination of the pigs in the holding and in particular those to be moved, including the taking of the body temperature of a proportion thereof, and a check of the register and the pig identification marks as have been carried out by an official veterinarian;

b) the checks and examinations above have shown no evidence of classical swine fever;

c) the pigs are transported in vehicles sealed by an official veterinarian;

d) the vehicle and equipment which have been involved in the transport of the pigs are immediately cleaned and disinfected after the transport in accordance with the provisions referred to in Article 12;

e) if the pigs are to be slaughtered or killed, a sufficient number of samples shall be taken from the pigs in accordance with the diagnostic manual in order that the presence of classical swine fever virus in these holdings can be confirmed or ruled out;

f) if the pigs are to be transported to a slaughterhouse:

(i) The competent authority responsible for the slaughterhouse shall be informed of the intention to send pigs to it and notifies the dispatching competent authority of their arrival,

(ii) on arrival at the slaughterhouse these pigs shall be kept and slaughtered separately from other pigs,

(iii) During ante and post-mortem inspection carried out at the designated slaughterhouse, the official veterinarian shall take into account any signs relating to the presence of classical swine fever,

(iv)  The fresh meat from these pigs shall be either processed or marked with a special stamp conform the instructions of the Agency and treated in a safe manner to prevent any distribution of the virus. This treatment shall be done at an establishment designated by the competent authority. The meat shall be sent to the said establishment on condition that the consignment is sealed before departure and remains sealed throughout the transport.

10.4. The measures in the protection zone shall continue to be applied at least until:

a) Cleaning and disinfection in the infected holdings have been carried out;

b) Pigs on all holdings have undergone clinical and laboratory examinations carried out in accordance with the diagnostic manual in order to detect the possible presence of classical swine fever virus. The examinations referred to in point (b) shall not take place before 30 days have elapsed after the completion of preliminary cleaning and disinfection measures on the infected holdings.

Article 11
Measures in the established surveillance zone

11.1. The competent authority shall ensure that the following measures are applied in the surveillance zone:

a) a census shall be taken of all pig holdings;

b) the movement and transport of pigs on public or private roads, excluding when necessary the service roads of holdings, shall be prohibited, unless approved by the competent authority. This prohibition need not be applied to the transit of pigs by road or rail, without unloading or stopping, and to slaughter pigs coming from outside the surveillance zone and on their way to a slaughterhouse situated in the said zone for immediate slaughter;

c) trucks and other vehicles and equipment which are used to transport pigs or other livestock or material which may be contaminated (e.g. carcasses, feeding stuff, manure, slurry, etc.) shall be cleaned, disinfected and treated as soon as possible after contamination, in accordance with the provisions and procedures laid down in Article 12. No truck or vehicle which has been used in the transport of pigs may leave the zone without having been cleaned and disinfected;

d) no other domestic animal may enter or leave a holding during the first seven days after establishment of the zone without the authorization of the competent authority;

e) all dead or diseased pigs on a holding shall be immediately notified to the competent authority, which shall carry out appropriate investigations in accordance with the procedures laid down in the diagnostic manual;

f) pigs may not be removed from the holding in which they are kept for at least 21 days after the completion of the preliminary cleaning and disinfection of the infected holdings. After 21 days, subject to the conditions set out in Article 10(3), the competent authority may authorize the removal of the pigs from the said holding to be directly transported to:

(i) a slaughterhouse designated by the competent authority, preferably within the protection or surveillance zone for the purpose of immediate slaughter,

(ii) a processing plant or a suitable place where the pigs are immediately killed and their carcasses are processed under official supervision, or

(iii) under exceptional circumstances, to other premises located within the protection or surveillance zone.

g) However, if the pigs are to be transported to a slaughterhouse, may be authorized, in particular with respect to the marking of meat of these pigs and its subsequent use, and the destination of the treated products;

h) Semen, ova and embryos of pigs shall not leave the holdings situated within the surveillance zone;

i) any person entering or leaving pig holdings shall observe appropriate hygienic measures necessary to reduce the risk of spread of classical swine fever virus.

11.2. Where the prohibitions provided for in paragraph 1 are maintained beyond 30 days because of further outbreaks of the disease and where as a result animal welfare or other problems arise in keeping the pigs, subject to the conditions set out in Article 10(3), the Agency may, following a reasoned application by the owner, authorize removal of pigs from a holding within the surveillance zone to be directly transported to:

a) a slaughterhouse designated by the competent authority, preferably within the protection or surveillance zone for the purpose of immediate slaughter;

b) a processing plant or a suitable place where the pigs are immediately killed and their carcasses are processed under official supervision; or

c) Under exceptional circumstances, to other premises located within the protection or surveillance zone.

11.3. The measures in the surveillance zone shall continue to be applied at least until:

a) Cleaning and disinfection in the infected holdings have been carried out;

b) Pigs on all holdings have undergone clinical and, where necessary, laboratory examinations as laid down in the diagnostic manual in order to detect the possible presence of classical swine fever virus.

11.4. The examinations referred to in point (b) shall not take place before 20 days have elapsed after the completion of preliminary cleaning and disinfection measures on the infected holdings.

Article 12
Cleaning and disinfection

12.1. For cleansing and disinfection under this AI the following rules apply:

a) The disinfectants to be used and their concentrations are officially approved;

b) The cleaning and disinfection operations are carried out under official supervision in accordance with:

(i) the instructions given by the official veterinarian, and

(ii) the principles and procedures for cleaning, disinfecting and treatment laid down in Annex II.

12.2. The principles and procedures for cleaning and disinfecting laid down in Annex II may subsequently be amended or supplemented to take account of scientific developments and experiences, in accordance with the procedure referred to in Article 26(2).

Article 13
Repopulation of pig holdings following disease outbreaks

13.1. The reintroduction of pigs to the holding referred to in Article 5 shall not take place until at least 30 days after completion of the cleaning and disinfection operations in accordance with Article 12.

13.2. The reintroduction of pigs shall take account of the type of farming practiced on the holding concerned and must conform to the following procedures:

a) as regards open-air pig holdings, the reintroduction of pigs shall start with the introduction of sentinel pigs which have been checked and found negative for the presence of antibodies against classical swine fever virus or come from holdings not subjected to any restrictions related to classical swine fever. The sentinel pigs shall be placed, in accordance with the requirements of the competent authority, throughout the infected holding and be sampled 40 days after having been placed on the holding, and tested for the presence of antibodies, in accordance with the diagnostic manual.

If none of the pigs has developed antibodies against classical swine fever virus, full repopulation may take place. No pig may leave the holding before the negative results of the serological examination are available;

b) as regards all other forms of rearing, the reintroduction of pigs shall either take place in accordance with the measures provided for in point (a) or shall be based on total repopulation, provided that:

(i) all the pigs arrive within a period of 20 days and come from holdings not subjected to any restrictions related to classical swine fever,

(ii) pigs in the repopulated herd are subjected to a serological examination in accordance with the diagnostic manual. Sampling for that examination shall be carried out at the earliest 40 days after the arrival of the last pigs,

(iii) no pig may leave the holding before the negative results of the serological examination are available.

13.3. However, if more than six months have elapsed from the completion of the cleaning and disinfection operations in the holding, the competent authority may authorize derogation from the provisions laid down in paragraph 2 above, taking into account the epidemiological situation.

Article 14
Measures in case of suspicion and confirmation of the presence of classical swine fever in pigs in a slaughterhouse or means of transport

14.1. Where there is a suspicion of the presence of classical swine fever in a slaughterhouse or means of transport, the Agency sets in motion official means of investigation to confirm or rule out the presence of the said disease in accordance with the procedures laid down in the diagnostic manual.

14.2. Should a case of classical swine fever be detected in a slaughterhouse or means of transport, the competent authority shall ensure that:

a) all susceptible animals in the slaughterhouse or in the means of transport are killed without delay;

b) the carcasses, offal and animal waste of possibly infected and contaminated animals are processed under official supervision;

c) cleaning and disinfection of buildings and equipment, including vehicles, takes place under the supervision of the official veterinarian in accordance with Article 12;

d) an epidemiological inquiry is carried out as provided in Article 8 mutatis mutandis;

(e) the classical swine fever virus isolate is subject to the laboratory procedure laid down

in the diagnostic manual to identify the genetic type of virus;

f) the measures referred to in Article 7 are applied in the holding where the infected pigs or carcasses came from and in the other contact holdings. Unless otherwise indicated by the epidemiological inquiry, the measures laid down in Article 5(1) shall be applied in the holding of origin of the infected pigs or carcasses;

g) no animals are reintroduced for slaughter or transport until at least 24 hours after completion of the cleaning and disinfection operations completed out in accordance with Article 12 administrative instruction.
Article 15
Measures in case of suspicion and confirmation of the presence of classical swine fever in feral pigs

15.1. Immediately after the Agency has information that feral pigs are suspected of being infected, it shall take all appropriate measures to confirm or rule out the presence of the disease, by giving information to the owners of pigs and to hunters, and by investigations of all feral pigs shot or found dead, including laboratory testing.

15.2. As soon as confirmation of a primary case of classical swine fever in feral pigs has taken place, in order to reduce the spread of disease the Agency shall immediately:

a) establish an expert group including veterinarians, hunters, wildlife biologists and epidemiologists. The expert group shall assist the competent authority in:

(i) studying the epidemiological situation and defining an infected area, in accordance with the provisions laid down in Article 16(3)(b),

(ii) establishing appropriate measures to be applied in the infected area in addition to the ones referred to in points (b) and (c); these measures may include suspension of hunting and a ban in feeding feral pigs,

(iii) drawing up the eradication plan,

(iv) carrying out audits to verify the effectiveness of the measures adopted to eradicate classical swine fever from the infected area;

(b) immediately place under official surveillance pig holdings in the defined infected area and shall in particular order that:

(i) an official census be carried out of all categories of pigs on all holdings; the census shall be kept up to date by the owner. The information in the census shall be produced on request and may be checked at each inspection. However, as regards open-air pig holdings, the first census carried out may be done on the basis of an estimate,

(ii) all pigs on the holding be kept in their living quarters or some other place where they can be isolated from feral pigs. The feral pigs must not have access to any material which may subsequently come in contact with the pigs on the holding,

(iii) no pigs enter or leave the holding save where authorised by the competent authority having regard to the epidemiological situation,

(iv) appropriate means of disinfection be used at the entrance and exits of buildings housing pigs and of the holding itself,

(v) appropriate hygienic measures be applied by all persons coming in contact with feral pigs, to reduce the risk of spread of classical swine fever virus, which measures may include a temporary ban on persons having been in contact with feral pigs from entering a pig holding,

(vi) all dead or diseased pigs with classical swine fever symptoms on a holding be tested for the presence of classical swine fever,

(vii) no part of any feral pig, whether shot or found dead, as well as any material or equipment which could be contaminated with classical swine fever virus shall be brought into a pig holding,

(viii)pigs, their semen, embryos or ova shall not be moved from the infected area for export;

c) arrange that all feral pigs shot or found dead in the defined infected area are inspected by an official veterinarian and examined for classical swine fever in accordance with the diagnostic manual. Carcasses of all animals found positive shall be processed under official supervision. Where such testing proves negative as regards classical swine fever, the edible parts will be excluded from trade. Parts not intended for human consumption shall be processed under official supervision;

d) ensure that the classical swine fever virus isolate is subject to the laboratory procedure indicated in the diagnostic manual to identify the genetic type of virus.

15.3. If a case of classical swine fever has occurred in feral pigs in a neighboring country the competent authority shall establish cooperation with concerned shall collaborate in the establishment of disease control measures.

Article 16
Plans for the eradication of classical swine fever from a feral pig population
16.1. Without prejudice to the measures laid down in Article 15, the Agency shall shall establish within 90 days from the confirmation of the primary case of classical swine fever in feral pigs a written plan of the measures taken to eradicate the disease in the area defined as infected and of the measures applied on the holdings in that area. The plan shall be transmitted to the European Commission with a request for examination the plan in order to determine whether it permits the desired objective to be attained. The plan may subsequently be amended or supplemented to take account of the comments and the developments in the situation.

16.2. After the measures provided for in the plan mentioned in paragraph 1 have been approved, they shall replace the initial measures laid down in Article 15, on a date which shall be decided upon when approval is given.

16.3. The plan mentioned in paragraph 1 shall contain information on:

a) the results of the epidemiological investigations and controls carried out in accordance with Article 15 and the geographical distribution of the disease;

b) a defined infected area within the territory of Kosovo. When defining the infected area, the Agency shall take into account:

(i) the results of the epidemiological investigations carried out and the geographical distribution of the disease,

(ii) the feral pig population in the area,

(iii) the existence of major natural or artificial obstacles to movements of feral pigs;

c) the organization of close cooperation between biologists, hunters, hunting organizations, the wildlife protection services and veterinary services (animal health and public health);

d) the information campaign to be enforced to increase hunters' awareness of the measures they have to adopt in the framework of the eradication plan;

e) specific efforts made to determine the number and location of feral pig meta-populations in and around the infected area;

f) the approximate number of meta-populations of feral pigs and their size in and around the infected area;

g) specific efforts made to determine the extent of the infection in the feral pig population, by investigation of feral pigs shot by hunters or found dead, and by laboratory testing, including age-stratified epidemiological investigations;

h) the measures adopted to reduce spread of disease due to feral pig movements and/or contact between meta-populations of feral pigs; these measures may include a prohibition of hunting;

i) the measures adopted to reduce the susceptible feral pig population and in particular young piglets;

j) the requirements to be complied with by hunters in order to avoid any spread of the disease;

k) the method of removal of feral pigs found dead or shot, which shall be based on:

(i) Processing under official supervision, or

(ii) Inspection by an official veterinarian and laboratory tests as provided by the diagnostic manual. Carcasses of all animals found positive shall be processed under official supervision. Where such testing proves negative as regards classical swine fever edible parts will be excluded from trade. Parts not intended for human consumption shall be processed under official supervision; the epidemiological enquiry which is carried out on each feral pig, whether shot or found dead. This enquiry must include the completion of a questionnaire which supplies information about:

(iii) The geographical area where the animal was found dead or shot,

(iv)  The date on which the animal was found dead or shot,

(v)  The person who found or shot the animal,

(vi)  The age and sex of the pig,

(vii) If shot: symptoms before shooting,

(viii) Found dead: the state of the carcass,

(ix) Laboratory findings;

m) surveillance programmers and prevention measures applicable to the holdings situated in the defined infected area, and if necessary, in its surroundings, including the transport and movement of animals within, from and to the area; these measures shall at least include the ban of moving pigs, their semen, embryos or ova from the infected area for the purposes of export;

n) other criteria to be applied for lifting the measures taken to eradicate the disease in the defined area and the measures applied to holdings in the area;

o) the authority charged with supervising and coordinating the departments responsible for implementing the plan;

p) the system established in order that the expert group appointed in accordance with Article 15(2)(a) can review on a regular basis the results of the eradication plan;

q) the disease monitoring measures that shall be enforced after a period of at least 12 months has elapsed from the last confirmed case of classical swine fever in feral pigs in the defined infected area; these monitoring measures shall stay in place for at least 12 months and shall at least include the measures already enforced in accordance with points (g), (k) and (I).

16.4. A report concerning the epidemiological situation in the defined area and the results of the eradication plan shall be published every 6 months.

Article 17
Diagnostic procedures and bio-safety requirements

17.1. Diagnostic procedures, sampling and laboratory testing to detect the presence of classical swine fever shall be carried out in accordance with the diagnostic manual; the Minister shall designate a national laboratory which will be responsible for coordinating standards and methods of diagnosis in accordance with the provisions of Annex III.

17.2. The national laboratory referred to in paragraph 1(b) shall cooperate with the reference laboratory of the European Community as mentioned in Annex IV.

17.3. In order to ensure uniform procedures to diagnose classical swine fever, within six months from the date when this Administrative Instruction enters into force, a classical swine fever diagnostic manual shall be approved, establishing at least:

a) Minimum bio-safety requirements and quality standards to be observed by the classical swine fever diagnostic laboratories and for the transport of samples;

b) Criteria and procedures to be followed when clinical or post-mortem examinations are carried out to confirm or exclude the presence of classical swine fever;

c) criteria and procedures to be followed for collection of samples from live pigs or their carcasses, to confirm or exclude classical swine fever by laboratory examinations, including sampling methods for serological or virological screenings carried out in the framework of the application of the measures provided for in this Administrative Instruction;

d) Laboratory tests to be used for the diagnosis of classical swine fever, including:

(i) Tests for the differential diagnosis between classical swine fever virus and other pest viruses,

(ii) if available and suitable, tests to distinguish the antibody pattern elicited by a marker vaccine from the one elicited by the wild type of classical swine fever virus,

(iii) Criteria for the evaluation of the results of the laboratory tests;

e) Laboratory techniques for the genetic typing of classical swine fever virus isolates.

17.4. In order that appropriate bio-safety conditions are guaranteed to protect animal health, the classical swine fever virus, its genome and antigens and vaccines for research, diagnosis or manufacture shall be manipulated or used only in places, establishments or laboratories approved by the Minister. The list of approved places, establishments or laboratories shall be published and kept updated hereafter.

17.5. In the case of absence of a national laboratory to fulfill the necessary technical, administrative and biosecurity conditions a cooperation between a laboratory in Kosovo and an international laboratory fulfilling these requirements will be established.

Article 18
Use, manufacture and sale of classical swine fever vaccines

18.1 The use of classical swine fever vaccines is prohibited; the manipulation, manufacture, storage, supply, distribution and sale of classical swine fever vaccines in the territory of Kosovo are carried out under official supervision.

18.2. If necessary, rules relating to the production, packaging, distribution and state of the stocks of classical swine fever vaccines in Kosovo may be adopted in accordance with the rules in the European Community.

Article 19
Emergency vaccination in pig 

19.1. Notwithstanding Article 18 (1)(a), when classical swine fever has been confirmed in pig holdings and the epidemiological data available suggest that it threatens to spread, emergency vaccination may be introduced in pig holdings in accordance with the procedures and provisions laid down in paragraphs 2 to 9 of this Article.

19.2. Without prejudice to the provisions of Article 5 (2), the main criteria and risk factors to be considered for the application of emergency vaccination are laid down in Annex VI. These criteria and risk factors may subsequently be amended or supplemented to take account of scientific developments and experiences, in accordance with the procedure referred to in Article 26 (2).

19.3. When the competent authority intends to introduce vaccination, it shall establish an emergency vaccination plan, which shall at least include information on:

a) The disease situation which has led to the request for emergency vaccination;

b) The extent of the geographical area in which emergency vaccination is to be carried out and the number of pig holdings in this area;

c) Categories of pigs and the approximate number of pigs to be vaccinated;

d) The vaccine to be used;

e) The duration of the vaccination campaign;

f) The identification and registration of the vaccinated animals;

g) Measures for the movement of pigs and their products;

h) The criteria that will be considered to decide if vaccination or the measures referred to in Article 7 (2) will be applied in contact holdings;

i) other matters appropriate to the emergency, including the clinical and laboratory examinations to be carried out on samples taken in the vaccinated holdings and in the other holdings located in the vaccination area, in particular if a marker vaccine is to be used;

j) The emergency vaccination plan will be transmitted to the European Commission for comment; the emergency vaccination plan may subsequently be amended or supplemented to take account of this comment or developments in the situation.

19.4. Without prejudice to Articles 10 and 11, the Agency shall ensure that during the emergency vaccination period:

a) no live pigs leave the vaccination area, unless to be transported to a slaughterhouse designated by the competent authority and situated within the vaccination area or close to that area for immediate slaughter or to a rendering plant or to a suitable place where they are immediately killed and their carcasses are processed under official supervision;

b) all fresh pig meat produced from pigs vaccinated during the emergency vaccination is either processed or marked and treated in accordance with the provisions referred to in Article 10(3) (f), fourth indent;

c) semen, ova and embryos collected from the pigs to be vaccinated during the 30 days prior to vaccination are traced and destroyed under official supervision.

19.5. The provisions laid down in paragraph 4 shall apply for a minimum of 6 months following completion of the vaccination operations in the area in question.

19.6. Before the end of the six-month period referred to in paragraph 5, measures shall be taken to ban:

a) Seropositive pigs from leaving the holding where they are kept, except for immediate slaughter;

b) The collection of semen, embryos or ova from seropositive pigs;

c) Piglets of seropositive sows from leaving their holding of origin unless being transported to:

(i)  a slaughterhouse for immediate slaughter,

(ii) a holding designated by the competent authority, from which they are to be sent directly to the slaughterhouse,

(iii) a holding after obtaining a negative result from a serological test for antibodies against the classical swine fever virus.

19.7. By way of derogation from paragraph 3, the decision to introduce emergency vaccination may be done under the following conditions:

a) an outline emergency vaccination plan must be drawn up in accordance with Article 22.

b) in addition to the information referred to in paragraph 3, the plan must prescribe that all the pigs in the holdings where the vaccine is to be used will be slaughtered or killed as quickly as possible after completion of the vaccination operations in accordance with paragraph 4(a), and the fresh meat produced from these pigs will be either processed or marked and treated in accordance with the provisions laid down in Article 10(3)(f), fourth indent.

19.8. Notwithstanding the provisions laid down in paragraphs 5 and 6, the measures provided for in paragraph 4 may be lifted after:

a) all the pigs in the holdings where vaccine has been used have been slaughtered or killed in accordance with paragraph 4(a), and the fresh meat produced from these pigs has been either processed or marked and treated in accordance with Article 10(3)(f), fourth indent;

b) all the holdings where vaccinated pigs had been kept have been cleansed and disinfected in accordance with Article 12. Where the measures provided for in paragraph 4 are lifted, the Agency shall ensure that:

(i) reintroduction of pigs in the holdings above shall not take place until at least 10 days after completion of the cleaning and disinfection operations, and after all pigs in the holdings where vaccine has been applied have been slaughtered or killed;

(ii) after reintroduction, pigs on all holdings in the vaccination area shall undergo clinical and laboratory examinations as laid down in the diagnostic manual in order to detect the possible presence of classical swine fever virus. In case of pigs reintroduced in holdings where the vaccine had been applied, these examinations shall not take place until at least 40 days have elapsed after the reintroduction, during which time pigs shall not be allowed to move from the holding.

19.9. In those cases where a marker vaccine has been used during the vaccination campaign, derogations from the provisions referred to in paragraphs 4, 5 and 6 may be authorized in particular with respect to the marking of meat of the vaccinated pigs and its subsequent use, and the destination of the treated products. Such authorization shall be subject to the following conditions:

a) the vaccination plan shall have been approved before the starting of the vaccination operations in accordance with paragraph 3,

b) a comprehensive report on the implementation of the vaccination campaign, its results and the overall epidemiological situation shall be made,

c) an on-the-spot check on the implementation of the vaccination campaign shall have been carried out in accordance with the procedures referred to in Article 21 administrative instruction.

.

19.10. The adoption of derogations from the provisions referred to in paragraphs 4, 5 and 6 shall be based on the risk that classical swine fever virus is spread by movements or trade of the vaccinated pigs, their offspring or their products.

Article 20
Emergency vaccination of feral pigs

20.1. Notwithstanding Article 18(1)(a), when classical swine fever has been confirmed in feral pigs and the epidemiological data available suggest that it threatens to spread, emergency vaccination of feral pigs may be introduced in accordance with the procedures and provisions laid down in paragraphs 2 and 3.

20.2. When the competent authority intends to introduce vaccination, it shall establish an emergency vaccination plan, which shall at least include information on:

a) The disease situation which has led to the request for emergency vaccination;

b) The extent of the geographical area in which emergency vaccination is to be carried out. In any case, this area shall be part of the infected area defined in accordance with Article 16(3)(b);

c) The type of vaccine to be used and the procedure of vaccination;

d) The special efforts to be carried out to vaccinate the young;

e) The expected duration of the vaccination campaign;

f) The approximate number of feral pigs to be vaccinated;

g) The measures adopted to avoid a high turn-over of the feral pig population;

h) The measures adopted to avoid any spread of vaccine virus to pigs kept in holdings, if applicable;

i) The expected results of the vaccination campaign and the parameters that will be considered to verify its effectiveness;

j) The authority charged with supervising and coordinating the departments responsible for implementing the plan;

k) The system established in order that the expert group appointed in accordance with Article 15(2)(a) can review on regular basis the results of the vaccination campaign;

l) Other matters appropriate to the emergency.

20.3 The emergency plan with feral pigs shall be in consistency with the measures applied in accordance with the eradication plan provided for in Article 16(1) and transmitted to the European Commission for comment;

If the vaccination area is close to the territory of neighboring country where measures to eradicate classical swine fever from feral pigs are also in place, cooperation shall intend to reach consistency between the vaccination plan and the measures applied in such other neighboring country.

In accordance with the procedure above, the emergency vaccination plan may subsequently be amended or supplemented to take account these comments of developments in the situation.

20.4. A report concerning the results of the vaccination campaign shall be published every 6 months, together with the report referred to in Article 16(4).

Article 21
Cooperation with the European Community

Experts from the Commission may be invited to make on-the-spot checks in cooperation with the Agency, in so far as it is necessary to ensure uniform with the measures applied in the European Community. The competent authority shall provide the experts with all the assistance necessary for carrying out this task.

Article 22
Contingency plans

22.1. The Agency shall draw up a contingency plan specifying the measures to be implemented in the event of an outbreak of classical swine fever. This plan shall allow access to facilities, equipment, personnel and all other appropriate materials necessary for the rapid and efficient eradication of the outbreak. It shall give a precise indication of:

a) the vaccine requirements in the event of emergency vaccination;

b) the regions where a higher level of disease awareness and preparedness shall be ensured.

22.2. The criteria and requirements to be applied for drawing up the contingency plan shall be those laid down in Annex VII.

22.3. Those criteria and requirements may be amended or supplemented taking into account the specific nature of classical swine fever and progress made in the development of disease control measures.

22.4. The contingency plan shall be transmitted to the European Commission for comment. The plans may subsequently be amended or supplemented, in accordance with these comments or to take into account developments in the situation. In any case, the competent authority shall every five years the plan.
Article 23
Disease control centers and expert groups
23.1. The competent authority shall ensure that a fully functional Kosovo disease control centre can be immediately established in the event of classical swine fever outbreaks.

23.2. The Kosovo disease control centre shall direct and monitor the operations of the local disease control centers referred to in paragraph 3. It shall be responsible for, interlaid:

a) Defining the necessary control measures;

b) Ensuring the prompt and efficient implementation of the measures referred to above by the local disease control centers;

c) Deploying staff and other resources to local disease control centers;

d) providing information to the OIE, the European Commission, to neighboring countries, the veterinary organizations, other authorities related and the agricultural and trading bodies;

e) When indicated, organizing an emergency vaccination and defining vaccination zones;

f) Liaising with diagnostic laboratories;

g) Liaising with the press and other media;

h) Liaising with the police authorities to ensure specific legal measures.

23.3. The competent authority shall ensure that fully functional local disease control centers can be established immediately in the event of classical swine fever outbreaks.

23.4. Certain functions of the Kosovo disease control centre may, however, be delegated to the local disease control centre or at a higher level, provided that that does not compromise the objectives of the Kosovo disease control centre.

23.5. The competent authority shall create a permanently operational expert group to maintain expertise in order to assist the competent authority in ensuring disease preparedness.

In case of an outbreak the expert group shall assist the competent authority at least in:

a) The epidemiological enquiry;

b) Sampling, testing and interpretation of results of laboratory tests;

c) Establishment of disease control measures.

23.6. The competent authority shall ensure that the Kosovo and local disease control centers and the expert group have staff, facilities and equipment including communication systems as necessary, and a clear and effective chain of command and management to ensure the prompt implementation of the disease control measures laid down in this Directive.

23.7. Details about staff, facilities, equipment, chain of command and management of the Kosovo and local disease control centers and of the expert group shall be laid down in the contingency plans referred to in Article 22.
Article 24
Use of catering waste
24.1. The feeding of catering waste to pigs is prohibited;

24.2 The catering waste from international means of transport such as land vehicles and aircraft is collected and destroyed under official supervision.
Article 25
Enforcing measures
25.1. In the case an owner or responsible of susceptible animals fails to apply one or several measures requested by this AI or the official veterinarian, the mayor of the municipality let execute the measures with the help of the police forces. The municipality will reimburse the costs from the owner or responsible of the animals.

25.2. Without prejudice to other legislation in force in Kosovo concerning the protection of privacy and life space he may enter buildings, shelters, fields and other places where susceptible animals could be hidden. The owner or responsible of suspected animals shall on the first oral or written request collect his animals in the stable or field and he as his staff will assist the official veterinarian by his examinations.

25.3. All susceptible animals met in a hidden holding shall be killed on order of the official veterinarian without estimation or compensation.

25.4. Any susceptible animal which presence on a public area, road, place, or other private area, which is not complying with this AI, will be immediately killed on order of the official veterinarian.

25.5 The costs for selection, killing, incineration and inspections in the framework of this chapter will be on charge of the owner or responsible of the animals.
Article 26
Failing to implement this Administrative Instruction will be treated conform the Article 45 in the Veterinary Law.

Article 27
Main content of this Administrative Instruction are its Annexes I, II, III, IV, V, VI, and VII attached.
Coming in to the force

                                                                    Article 28
This Administrative Instruction comes in to the force on the day of signature 

Pristine 27.12.2006
     
                                              Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Rural Development








Deputy Minister, 








 Tomë Hajdaraj

                                                                                    ___________
ANNEX I

NOTIFICATION
Notification of disease and further epidemiological information to be provided by the competent authority where classical swine fever has been confirmed:

1. Within 24 hours from the confirmation of each primary outbreak, primary case in feral pigs or case in a slaughterhouse or means of transport, the Agency must notify the OIE, the European Commission and the neighboring countries about:

(a) the date of dispatch;

(b) the time of dispatch;

(c) the country of origin (or Kosovo);

(d) the name of the disease;

 (e) the number of outbreaks or cases;

(f) the date on which classical swine fever was suspected;

(g) the date of confirmation;

(h) the methods used for confirmation;

(i) whether the presence of the disease has been confirmed in feral pigs or in pigs in a holding, slaughterhouse or means of transport;

(j) the geographical location where the outbreak or the case of classical swine fever has been confirmed;

(k) the disease control measures applied.

2. In case of primary outbreaks or cases in slaughterhouses or means of transport, in addition to the data referred to in point 1, the Agency concerned must also forward the following information:

(a) the number of susceptible pigs in the outbreak, slaughterhouse or means of transport;

(b) the number of dead pigs of each category on the holding, slaughterhouse or means of transport;

(c) for each category, the morbidity of the disease and the number of pigs in which classical swine fever has been confirmed;

(d) the number of pigs killed in the outbreak, slaughterhouse or means of transport;

(e) the number of carcasses processed;

(f) in case of an outbreak, its distance from the nearest pig holding;

(g) if classical swine fever was confirmed in a slaughterhouse or means of transport, the location of the holding or holdings of origin of the infected pigs or carcasses.

3. In case of secondary outbreaks, the information referred to in points 1 and 2 must be forwarded at least on the first working day of each week. The notification shall cover the week ending at midnight on the Sunday prior thereto.

4. The Agency let the notification follow by a written report including at least:

(a) the date on which the pigs on the holding, slaughterhouse or means of transport were killed and their carcasses processed;

(b) the results of the tests carried out on samples taken when pigs were killed;

(c) where the derogation provided for in Article 6(1) has been applied, the number of pigs killed and processed and the number of pigs which are to be slaughtered at a later date and the time limit laid down for their slaughter;

(d) any information relating to the possible origin of the disease or the origin of the disease if this has been ascertained;

(e) in the case of a primary outbreak or a case of classical swine fever in a slaughterhouse or means of transport, the genetic type of virus responsible for the outbreak or the case;

(f) in cases where pigs have been killed in contact holdings or in holdings containing pigs suspected of being infected with classical swine fever virus, information on:

- the date of killing and the number of pigs of each category killed in each holding,

- the epidemiological link between the outbreak or case of classical swine fever and each contact holding or the reasons that have induced suspicion of classical swine fever in each suspected holding,

- the results of the laboratory tests carried out on the samples taken from the pigs in the holdings and when they were killed.

In cases where pigs in contact holdings were not killed, information must be provided on the reasons for this decision.

ANNEX II

CLEANSING AND DISINFECTION
Principles and procedures for cleansing and disinfection:

1. General principles and procedures:

(a) the cleansing and disinfection operations and where necessary the measures to destroy rodents and insects are carried out under official supervision and in accordance with the instructions given by the official veterinarian;

(b) the disinfectants to be used and their concentrations are officially approved by the competent authority to ensure destruction of classical swine fever virus;

(c) the activity of disinfectants is to be checked before use, as activity of certain disinfectants is diminished by prolonged storage;

(d) the choice of disinfectants and of procedures for disinfection is to be made taking into account the nature of the premises, vehicles and objects which are to be treated;

(e) the conditions under which degreasing agents and disinfectants are used must ensure that their efficacy is not impaired. In particular technical parameters provided by the manufacturer, such as pressure, minimum temperature and required contact time, are to be observed;

(f) irrespective of the disinfectant used, the following general rules are to apply:

- thorough soaking of bedding and litter as well as faecal matter with the disinfectant,

- washing and cleaning by careful brushing and scrubbing of the ground, floors, ramps and walls after the removal or dismantling, where possible, of equipment or installations so as to avoid impairing the cleansing and disinfection procedures,

- then, further application of disinfectant for a minimum contact time as stipulated in the manufacturer's recommendations,

- the water used for cleaning operations is to be disposed of in such a way as to avoid any risk of spreading the virus and in accordance with the instructions of the official veterinarian;

(g) where washing is carried out with liquids applied under pressure, re-contamination of the previously cleansed parts is to be avoided;

(h) washing, disinfecting or destroying of equipment, installations, articles or compartments likely to be contaminated is to be carried out;

(i) following the disinfection procedures, re-contamination is to be avoided;

(j) cleansing and disinfection required in the framework of this AI is to be documented in the holding or vehicle register and, where official approval is required, be certified by the supervising official veterinarian.

2. Special provisions on cleansing and disinfection of infected holdings:

(a) preliminary cleansing and disinfection:

- during the killing of the animals all necessary measures are to be taken to avoid or minimise the dispersion of classical swine fever virus. This is to include interalia the installation of temporary disinfection equipment, supply of protective clothing, showers, decontamination of used equipment, instruments and facilities and the interruption of power supply to the ventilation,

- carcasses of killed animals are to be sprayed with disinfectant,
- if the carcasses must be removed from the holding for processing, covered and leak proof containers are to be used,

- as soon as the carcasses of the pigs have been removed for processing, those parts of the holding in which these animals were housed and any parts of other buildings, yards, etc. contaminated during killing, slaughter or post-mortem examination are to be sprayed with disinfectants approved for use in accordance with Article 12,

- any tissue or blood which may have been spilled during slaughter or post-mortem or gross contamination of buildings, yards, utensils, etc., is to be carefully collected and processed with the carcasses,

- the disinfectant used is to remain on the treated surface for at least 24 hours;

(b) final cleansing and disinfection:

- manure and used bedding are to be removed and treated in accordance with point (3)(a),

- grease and dirt are to be removed from all surfaces by the application of a degreasing agent and the surfaces washed with water,

- after washing with water, further spraying with disinfectant is to be carried out,

- after seven days the premises are to be treated with a degreasing agent, rinsed with water, sprayed with disinfectant and rinsed again with water.

3. Disinfection of contaminated bedding, manure and slurry:

(a) manure and used bedding are to be stacked to heat, sprayed with disinfectant and left for at least 42 days or destroyed by burning or burying;

(b) Slurry is to be stored for at least 42 days after the last addition of infective material, unless the competent authority authorizes a reduced storage period for slurry which was actually treated in accordance with the instructions given by the official veterinarian so as to ensure the destruction of the virus.

4. However, by way of derogation from points 1 and 2, in case of open-air holdings, the competent authority may establish specific procedures for cleaning and disinfection, taking into account the type of holding and the climatic conditions.

ANNEX III 

KOSOVO CSF LABORATORY
List and duties of Kosovo CSF laboratory:

1. The national classical swine fever laboratory Is Kosovo Veterinary Laboratory 


2. The national classical swine fever laboratory are responsible for ensuring that a laboratory testing to detect the presence of classical swine fever and the identification of the genetic type of virus isolates are carried out in accordance with the diagnostic manual. To this end they may make special agreements with the European Community .

3. The Kosovo classical swine fever laboratory is responsible for coordinating the standards and diagnostic methods in each classical swine fever diagnostic laboratory in Kosovo. To this end:

(a) it may provide diagnostic reagents to individual laboratories;

(b) it shall control the quality of all diagnostic reagents used in Kosovo;

(c) it shall arrange comparative tests periodically;

(d) it holds isolates of classical swine fever virus from cases and outbreaks confirmed in Kosovo.

4. In derogation of paragraph 1-3 the Agency can dedicate these duties to a national laboratory in the European Community.

ANNEX IV

EC REFERENCE LABORATORY

The reference laboratory for classical swine fever of the European Community is:

Institut für Virologie, der Tierärztlichen Hochschule Hannover, Bünteweg 17, D-30559 Hannover, Germany.

ANNEX V – 

CRITERIA FOR KILLING
Main criteria and risk factors to be considered for the decision to kill pigs in contact holdings

	Criteria


	Decision

	
	For killing
	Against killing

	Clinical signs suggesting classical swine fever in the contact holdings


	Yes
	No

	Movements of pigs from the outbreak to contact holdings after the likely time of introduction of virus in the infected holding
	Yes
	No

	Location of contact holdings in an area with a high density of pigs
	Yes
	No

	Likely spreading of virus from the outbreak before application of eradication measures
	Massive/unknown
	Limited

	Location of contact holdings within 500 meters (1) from the outbreak
	Yes
	No

	Proximity of contact holdings to more than one outbreak


	Yes
	No

	Number of pigs in the outbreak and/or in contact holdings


	Rising rapidly
	Shallow or slow rise

	(1) In case of areas with a very high density of pigs, a longer distance must be considered.


ANNEX VI

CRITERIA VACCINATION

Main criteria and risk factors to be considered for the decision to apply emergency vaccination in pig holdings

	Criteria


	Decision

	
	For vaccination
	Against vaccination

	Number /incidence slope of 


	High/rising rapidly
	Low/shallow or slow rise

	Location of holdings where vaccination might be applied in an area with a high density of pigs


	Yes
	No

	Likelihood of further outbreaks in the area for the next two months or more


	Highly likely
	Not likely

	Shortage of processing capacity


	Yes
	No


ANNEX VII

CRITERIA FOR CONTINGENCY PLANS
Criteria and requirements relating to contingency plans

The Agency shall ensure that contingency plans meet the following criteria and requirements at least:

(a) provision must be made to ensure that the legal powers necessary for the implementation of contingency plans exist and make it possible to carry out a rapid and effective eradication campaign;

(b) provision must be made to ensure access to emergency funds, budgetary means and financial resources in order to cover all aspects of the fight against an epizootic of classical swine fever;

(c) a chain of command must be set up to ensure that the decision-taking procedure for an epizootic is rapid and effective. If necessary, the chain of command must be placed under the authority of a central decision-taking unit responsible for directing all the strategies for the fight against an epizootic. The director of the Agency must be a member of that unit and effect the liaison between the central decision-taking unit and the Kosovo disease control centre provided for in Article 23;

(d) provision must be made for appropriate resources to be available to ensure a rapid and effective campaign, including laboratory staff, equipment and infrastructure;

(e) an instruction manual must be provided. It must give a full, practical description in detail of all the procedures, instructions and measures to be employed in the event of an outbreak of classical swine fever;

(f) if necessary, detailed plans for emergency vaccination must be provided;

(g) the staff must regularly take part in:

(i) training in the clinical signs, epidemiological enquiries and combating classical swine fever;

(ii) alarm drills organised at least twice a year;

(iii) Training in communications techniques in order to organise information campaigns concerning an epizootic in progress aimed at the authorities, farmers and veterinarians.
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